RICHELIEU
This was to Richelieu the supreme argument. When
the royal authority was in danger, every humane considera-
tion must be set aside. Above the individual a principle
was asserted which could in no circumstances be denied.
Louis xin, whose heart was tender, and who was troubled
by scruples, hesitated, and would willingly have commuted
the penalty to one of detention.
Richelieu's reply was harsh and ironic:
'It is a question of cutting throats by means of the duel,
or by Your Majesty's edicts. The punishment of these
gentlemen will be a convenient, though not infallible,
means for the first effect, and mercy a very assured one for
the second.5
On June 22 Montmorency-Bouteville and the Gomte
des Chapelles were beheaded. cWe see those who have
lived like devils dying like saints/ writes Richelieu, 'and
we see the extinction of duels brought about by those who
had no other care beyond fomenting them.5
This execution was to all the nobility an insufferable
outrage; they dared not raise their voices too high, for it
seemed as if the echo of the official axe could be heard at
Court; but the antipathy against the Cardinal developed
into hate, and it was evident, from this moment, that the
nobility, on every occasion, would rally to the side of his
adversaries.
Such was the feeling towards Richelieu when he re-
turned to Court in 1629, after re-establishing the position
of France abroad, and terminating the religious wars at
home.
It was at this moment that attacks were hurled against
the Cardinal, redoubled in frequency and violence,
causing him anxieties which proved how dangerous they